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Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Thank you very much for your support this week with two charity events. On Monday it was 

lovely to enjoy a treat and a chat 

with so many of you at our 

Fairtrade Coffee afternoon. Thank 

you to Year 3, Jayne Corner, Abi 

Readman and all the volunteers for 

their lovely baking and to 

everyone who supported this event. 

We raised £72 to support Fairtrade projects and a further £5 for Marie Curie from daffodil sales. Congratulations to 

Joel H and his big brother who won the Farirtrade quiz. The prize was Fairtrade chocolate.  

 

This week the children (particularly in KS2) have been learning about the projects that Comic Relief support and they 

are joining in this year’s Red Nose Day by wearing a splash of red. School Council, their families and some of the staff 

have been busy baking enough for everyone in school to have a bun at morning playtime. Thank you for the donations 

and 20ps towards these. School Council have done a great job with this and raised £153. Well done.  

  

Thank you to everyone who has raised their concerns about the parking and driving around school. Almost every school 

struggles with this and although we work with Highways and the local PCSOs to address the situation the only way it 

will really improve is if the whole school community gets involved by: 

 walking whenever possible (perhaps by parents taking it in turns to take friends or neighbours)  

 leaving enough time to get to school and find a parking space a few streets away 

 never parking on yellow school markings 

 asking to use the school car park if the driver or passengers are disabled 

 challenging friends who haven’t heard these messages 

 sticking to the speed limit and going even slower when children are about 

We are happy to listen to any other ideas. For example, a walking bus has been suggested and if there was enough 

interest and support for this we could look at coordinating one. Let me 

know! Please see the Did you Know box for further information on this.  

 

I hope your child (KS1 and KS2) enjoyed sharing their homework with 

classmates and their neighbouring class this week. Thank you – it is clear 

real effort and individuality goes into the big homework projects and time, 

patience and effort goes into the regular homework.  

 

Thanks to Anna Simons for making sure Shire Oak children’s views were put 

forward for the Headingley Plan.  

 

Heroes from Cookridge 

Fire Station visiting KS1 

 

 

We enjoyed Y2’s 

assembly today about 

this great topic. Thanks 

for coming to watch them! 

 

 



Attendance and Punctuality  

 

Thank you to everyone who makes sure that their child comes to school every day that they can and helps them to get 

to school on time. It really helps children to have a good, calm start to the day and not miss out on any learning.  

 

 Children should be on the playground by about 8:40am. 

 The bell will be rung at 8:50am. 

 Children who are too late to come into school with their class should come in via the office. If registration is closed, 

a late mark is given and the parent asked to write the reason in our records. 

 

 If your child will not be in school please ring us as soon as possible before 9am to tell us why.  

 If they are off a second or further day, please ring each day of their absence unless the first phone call gave a 

clear reason for more than one day off (e.g. a doctor has specified an amount of time off school).  

 If we have not heard from you, we will ring you. This is to safeguard the children in case a child is not in school 

without you knowing. Please do answer our phone call to reassure us. If you have run out of call credit but have 

texts left you can text the school to ask us to ring you.  

 

Ideally children will be in school every single day, but we know that children do get ill and so having above 96% 

attendance is considered a reasonable target for all children who do not have complex medical needs. Don’t worry – 

we will phone you if your child is genuinely not well enough to be in school but we know that often getting up, out and 

joining their friends can be a the best medicine for many slightly peaky children. (You can always let us know to keep 

an extra eye on your child.) 

 

 If your child needs to miss school for a medical appointment please show us proof of the appointment (this can be 

an appointment card, prescription, text reminder or note from the receptionist). This applies at any point in the 

school day, including early pick-ups.  

 

 Children not picked up on time at the end of the day are brought to the school office. It helps us to reassure the 

children if you phone to let us know why you have been unavoidably delayed.  

 

We monitor all of these aspects of attendance and punctuality to make sure children are getting the education they 

need. If we notice that a pattern is emerging or a child is in danger of being classed as ‘persistently absent’ we will 

write to you to make sure you are aware.  

 

We want to help families to get into the good habits that make good attendance and punctuality easier. Hilary 

Whitehead, our Learning Mentor, has lots of experience helping children and their parents to identify ways to 

improve attendance and punctuality. She can also print out children’s attendance records for you so you can look for 

patterns such as certain days being a problem or noticing when children have arrived so late it is recorded as having 

missed the whole morning and is therefore affecting their attendance figure.  

 

 

Citizen of the Week was Leo in Year 5 who has been noticed by two sets of external coaches for positive sports behaviour, 

cooperation and teamwork.  

Class This Week’s Superstars who have been chosen by the staff in their class: 

YR (Thames) Lucas can tell you to “Zip it! Block it! Flag it!” 

Y1 (Nile) Hunter is a fantastic role model for the class. He is polite, helpful and he does his best. Rowan 

uses computer games sensibly and knows how to be e-kind.  

Y2 (Aruvi Aru) Layton has demonstrated a great attitude to learning. 

Y3 (Rhine) Mia is a superstar because she flagged up a word she didn’t feel comfortable with on the 

computer, by telling an adult. 

Y4 (Ganges) Leon is a superstar because he understands column subtraction. Taal is really focused in maths and 

writing and Adam is working on a mature attitude.  

Y5 (Tigris) Were fortunate to have a visit today from African Voices who came and ran talks and activities 

all day to teach the children more about life in Africa, as part of their topic.  Y6 (Amazon) 



We take the safeguarding of children very seriously at our school 
and we appreciate your help with this. If you have any concerns or 

observations regarding health and safety, please contact Jane 
Astrid Devane, Marcelle Maver or Liz Craven. 

 
If you have any concerns or questions regarding child protection 
issues, please speak to Jane Astrid Devane, Marcelle Maver or 

Hilary Whitehead. 
 

If you have questions about your child’s progress or how to help 
them with the learning they find difficult please speak to your 

child’s teacher or make an appointment to see them via the school 
office. 

 
The governors are always interested in hearing the views of 
parents. If you would like to speak to a governor, then please 

email the chair, Janie Percy-Smith janieps@aol.com (Janie is also 
in school most Tuesdays if you would like to talk to her.) 

 

Thanks, as always, for your support. Have a great weekend.  

 

Jane Astrid Devane  

 

 

janead@shireoak.leeds.sch.uk  

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holi assembly and Girls’ Tag Rugby 

 

DIARY DATES 

Monday 16th March                   * Book Club assembly about the Leeds Book Awards work they have been doing. 

Wednesday 18th March            British Science Week themed school dinner 

Wed 18th – Fri 20th  March        Year 4 Residential, Bewerley Park, North Yorkshire.  

Friday 20th March                     Year 6 Class Assembly, 9am. All welcome. 

Friday 27th March                     FOSOPS bun sale after school in the hall. Buns from Y4 please. 

Wednesday 1st April                 Y3/4 Easter production  

Thursday 2nd April                      FOSOPS Easter Egg Hunt after school  

Friday 3rd - Friday 17th April       EASTER HOLIDAY (Kidzone may operate a playscheme) 

Monday 27th April                   * FOSOPS PTA meeting in Kidzone after drop off. All welcome.  

Mon 27th April to Fri 1st May      LATE GATES challenge week. Sheila Stansfield from the Local Authority will be 
monitoring punctuality each morning this week.  

Friday 1st May Year 3 Class Assembly, 9am. All welcome. 

Friday 1st May                          FOSOPS bun sale after school in the hall. Buns from Y5 please. 

Monday 4th May                       BANK HOLIDAY, SCHOOL CLOSED 

Friday 8th May Year R Class Assembly, 9am. All welcome. 

Monday 11th – Friday 15th May Y6 KS2 SATs Test Week. 

Wednesday 20th May House Team hobbies half day 

Thursday 21st May                      Leeds Book Awards  

Monday 25th –Friday 29th May  HALF TERM (Kidzone may operate a playscheme) 

Friday 5th June Year 4 Class Assembly, 9am. All welcome. 

Friday 5th June                          FOSOPS bun sale after school in the hall. Buns from Y6 please. 

Sunday 7th June                         Shire Oak Sunday. Our contribution to the All Age Service at St Michael’s.  

Thursday 11th June                     UKS2 Athletics Competition, organised by Lawnswood at Becketts Park. 9:30-1:30 

Saturday 13th June                    Headingley Youth Music Festival at Shire Oak (date to be confirmed)  

Tuesday 23rd June                     Movie Night  

Wednesday 24th June               TRAINING DAY 

Friday 26th June Year 1 Class Assembly, 9am. All welcome. 

Wednesday 8th July                 Transition day for students at Lawnswood and parents evening 

Thursday 9th July                       Transition day for students at Lawnswood 

Friday 10th July                         Eid assembly, 9am. All welcome.  

Tuesday 21st July   Last day of the school year 

* means added or changed since last newsletter  

Did you know?       

That Grove Road will have restricted access and no 

parking from the 18th March (Wednesday) next 

week whist the road is resurfaced. Please find an 

alternative route and give yourselves plenty of time 

to get to school.                                   
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